Continued Integrity Despite a Change in Leadership
Daniel 5

The Big Idea: In the middle of a time of shifting leadership and changing morals, Daniel never once
wavered from his convictions. He remained faithful no matter the circumstances around him, and that
faithfulness changed the trajectory of rulers and kingdoms. One faithful life can have an impact greater
than we could ever imagine.

Outline:

1. If you don’t learn from the past, it might come back to haunt you.
2. God’s judgement may seem slow, but it is thorough.
3. Never underestimate the power of even just one godly life.

Questions for individual Bible study or group discussion:

Getting started: Who are some of the most influential people in our world today? What is it that makes
them so influential?

1. Read Daniel 5:1-4. King Belshazzar threw a party while an invading army surrounded their walls.
What do we learn about his character and leadership? Why was what he did in verses 3—4 such
a big mistake?

2. Read Daniel 5:5-9. King Belshazzar’s face turns pale before he even knows what the writing on
the wall says. What does that say about the state of his conscience?

3. Read Daniel 5:17-30. Eventually Daniel is remembered and summoned to come interpret the
message. What sticks out to you about his initial response to the king? What do we learn about
Daniel from this passage?

4. One of King Belshazzar’s key mistakes was not learning from the mistakes of kings before him
(Nebuchadnezzar, specifically). When have you learned from your own past mistakes, or even
the past mistakes of others? What prevents us from doing this sometimes?

5. Inverses 30-31, we see the end of the Babylonian empire. What do you think led to the fall of
this kingdom? What can we learn about God from the fall of Babylon?

6. Over the course of his entire life (up to this point), what impact has Daniel’s faithfulness had on
the kings and the nation of Babylon?

7. Who have been some of the most impactful figures in your life? How can you use their example
to make a difference in the life of someone else?



