
Church Defined 
Leadership– Part I - Elders 

 
I. Christ is the head of the Church 

a. Colossians 1:15 
b. Church is a body- a body has an order 
c. God is a God of order 
d. All churches are directed and instructed by leaders 

II. Today’s Focus: Elders: 1 Timothy 3:1–7 
a. Calling 
b. Qualifications 

i. Male 
ii. Character 

iii. Leader of home 
iv. Not a recent convert 
v. Good reputation in the community 

c. Role 
i. Shepherd the congregation 

1. Lead 
2. Teach and Equip 
3. Correct and Protect 
4. Pray 

d. Male only 
i. Two Positions 

1. Egalitarianism 
2. Complementarianism 

 
Questions for Individual Bible Study and/or Group Discussion 

1. What comes to mind when you think church leadership? Have you had good 
experiences or tough experiences with church leadership? 

2. Read Colossians 1: 15–18: What does it mean that Christ is the head of the church?  
a. Christ has delegated responsibility and authority to be stewarded by 

Elders/leaders of a local church.  
3. Read 1 Timothy 3:1–7, Titus 1:5–9, and 1 Peter 5:1–4. What all do you see in these 

passages? What characteristics and lifestyles are we supposed to see in an Elder? 
Should these characteristics and lifestyles be something we all strive for?  

4. Read 1 Timothy 2:8–15. This passage should be viewed in a positive light. Why? Paul ties 
the role of eldership, headship to creation of Adam and Eve in vs. 13–14. This is vital to 
how we understand this passage: Read Genesis 1:26–27, Genesis 2:18–25, Ephesians 
5:22. What do we learn about the roles of men and women from these passages? 
Should we equate roles to equality? Where does our equality come from? (hint: it’s not 
from our roles) 

5. For deeper understanding on the distinction of masculine and feminine roles as 
ordained by God, head to cbmw.org. Check out the 1987 Danvers Statement.  


