
The Church Defined 
Purpose of the church 

 
I. Worship God 

a. Colossians 1:15–20 
b. John 4:23 
 

II. Worship with others (corporate worship) 
a. Reading and preaching Scripture– (1 Timothy 4:12–14) 
b. Singing psalms, hymns, spiritual songs and praying: (Colossians 3:16–17, 1 Timothy 2:1–4) 
c. Celebrating the ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s Supper (Matthew 28:19, 1 Corinthians 

11:17–34) 
d. Stirring one another up to love and good deeds (Hebrews 10:24–25) 

 
III. Equip the saints for ministry 

a. Ephesians 4:11–12 
b. Identify, Train/Develop, Opportunity to use 

 
IV. Be on mission 

a. God by his nature is a missionary God 
b. We (the church) are by nature missionary people 

 
Questions for Individual Bible Study and/or Group Discussion 
 

1. When you think of the word ‘purpose,’ what comes to mind? Why?  
a. Write down or discuss the biblical view of purpose based on these verses: Ecclesiastes 12:13–

14, Psalm 17:15, 1 John 3:2, Philippians 3:9–10, 2 Timothy 3:12 
2. The 4 ‘big picture’ aspects of a local church are worship, community, ministry, and mission.  

a. Why does worship begin with the gospel (conversion/salvation)? Read and discuss Colossians 
1:15–20, Colossians 2:13–14 

b. Read John 4:23: What does it mean to worship in ‘spirit’ and ‘truth?’ 
c. Read 1 Timothy 4:12–14, Colossians 3:16–17, 1 Timothy 2:1–4, Matthew 28:19–20, 1 

Corinthians 11:17–34. What do you observe as the main aspects to corporate worship in these 
passages? Why is a local church to do all these aspects of worship?  

d. Read Hebrews 10: 24–25. Why is it so important to meet together regularly?  
e. Read Ephesians 4:11–12: What does it mean that everyone is to be equipped for ministry? For 

the equipper and the one being equipped? Are you using your gifts? If so– where? If not– why 
not and where can you begin?  

f. God by nature is a missionary God. What are the implications of this? What does this mean for 
a local church and for individuals of a local church?  

 
Application: What has God taught you that you need to put into practice in your life?  


