
GENESIS: REAL GOD – PART 3: REAL FAITH 
AN AWKWARD FAMILY REUNION – GENESIS 42–45 

 
MESSAGE NOTES:  
 

I. Joseph encounters his brothers (ch. 42–43) 
II. Joseph tests his brothers (ch. 44) 
III. Joseph reveals and reunites himself to his brothers (ch. 45) 

 
Holding onto anger and bitterness prevents you from seeing the opportunities God has for you to serve 
Him where you are at. Forgiveness frees you to be a part of God’s bigger picture. 
 
Questions for Community Groups and Individual Bible Study: 
 
For Starters: What is one of your most memorable awkward encounters you’ve ever had with someone? 
 
The Basics: Think back through everything that has happened so far in Joseph’s life. If you were in his 
shoes, which circumstances in his life would have been the hardest to handle? What stands out to you 
about how he has handled himself so far? 
 
Quick Fire Round: 
 

1. Read Genesis 42:1–17. What emotions do you think Joseph was experiencing when he first saw 
his brothers? Why do you think Joseph treated his brothers roughly and accused them of being 
spies? 

2. Read Genesis 42:18–25. What triggered such an emotional response from Joseph? What can we 
learn about Joseph’s brothers from this section? What do we learn about how Joseph feels 
about his brothers? 

3. Read Genesis 43:15–34. This is the brothers’ second trip back to Egypt for grain, this time with 
Benjamin. What is the difference between how the brothers are feeling about this second trip, 
and how Joseph is feeling about it? What hints does Joseph drop about who he actually is? What 
was the purpose of showing such favoritism to Benjamin? 

4. Read Genesis 44:1–13. Why would Joseph plant is silver cup in Benjamin’s bag? What was 
significant about the brothers’ reaction in verse 13? How does their attitude towards Benjamin 
(the new favorite son) differ from their attitude towards Joseph (the old favorite son) in 
previous chapters? 

5. What do you think was the point of all these tests that Joseph put his brothers through? What 
was he hoping to learn about his brothers? 

6. Read Genesis 45:1–8. Joseph chose to forgive despite everything his brothers put him through. 
How was he able to do that (Romans 8:28)? And why is forgiveness such a difficult thing for us 
to do? 

7. What affect does choosing not to forgive have on us personally? What benefits do we receive 
when we finally let go of our anger and bitterness and choose to forgive? 

 
Community Group Prayer and Action: Take some time to reflect either silently or as a group through the 
following questions. What anger or bitterness have I been holding onto? What relationships in my life 
need restoring? Who might be waiting on me to make the first move towards reconciliation? How can I 
be a part of what God is trying to do in my life right here, right now? 


