
GENESIS: REAL GOD – PART 2: REAL PEOPLE 
TRUSTING GOD’S PROMISES – GENESIS 15–17 

 
MESSAGE NOTES: Establishing a Covenant with God, founded on God’s Promises… 
 

1. COVENANT BASED ON BELIEF 

 
2. COVENANT BUILT BY FAITH 

 
3. COVENANT BOUND IN BAPTISM 

 
Questions for Community Groups and Individual Bible Study:  
 
For Starters: Who is an example of a promise keeper in your life? When have you kept or broken 
promises? Would you say God has kept or broken His promises toward you? What promises of God do 
you find most comforting and why? Discuss. 
 
The Basics: Read Genesis 15:1–6 and Genesis 17:1–14. What stands out to you and why? What do you 
learn about God’s promises and God’s covenant with Abraham?  
 
Quick Fire Round: 
 

1. Define a covenant. What are some examples of covenants you have entered into? Reading the 
above Bible passages, God established a covenant with Abraham based upon His own character 
and nature. What words describe God? Do you see Him this way? Discuss. 

2. Read Genesis 15:6, John 3:16–18, Romans 3:10–12 and 2 Corinthians 5:21. Abraham believed 
God. Why is belief in God essential to trusting God? What is righteousness, how do we get it and 
why do we need it so much? 

3. Read Romans 4:1–13, Galatians 3:1–14 and Ephesians 2:4–9. What does it mean to be justified 
by faith in Christ alone? What would you say to someone who believed religion, works, and good 
deeds made them right with God and would earn their ticket to heaven? 

4. Read James 2:14–24. What is the relationship between faith and works? If our works do not 
make us right with God, what do they do? 

5. Read Genesis 16. How was Abraham and Sarah’s faith imperfect? How can you learn to trust 
God’s promises through doubts and failures? What do you learn about God’s faithfulness 
toward us, even when we get ahead of God? 

6. Read Genesis 17:9–14, Deut. 30:6, Romans 6:1–4 and Colossians 2:11–12. What was the 
importance of circumcision then and baptism today? Do these actions and symbols make one 
right with God? Discuss the value of baptism in the life of the Christ follower today. 

 
Community Group Word-based prayer: Firstly, highlight and pray through the names of God in Genesis 
15 and 17. Ask God Almighty to be your shield, protector, provider. Secondly, ask God to help you 
believe in Him and trust His promises for your life. Be specific, share examples. Thirdly, talk to God about 
your doubt, impatience and lack of faith. Ask Him to guide you. Lastly, determine to walk in obedience 
with Him – pray through one area of your life where you want to follow Him faithfully. 
 
A Closing Prayer: Father, I know you are a promise-keeping God. Help me trust you, walk by faith and 
forgive me when I doubt you. Thank you that you never give up on me. Amen. 


