
SEASON OF HOPE – WEEK FIVE 

HOPE FOR TOMORROW…AND 2021! 
Matthew 2:1–12, John 16:22–24, James 1:2–4 

 
Message Notes: 
 
 
 
Bible Study Questions for Community Groups and Individuals 
 
For Starters: How do you usually spend the days between Christmas and New Year’s Day? Looking back 
on 2020, what have you learned? What are you looking forward to approaching 2021? 
 
Quick-Fire Round 
 

1. Read Matthew 2:10. The Magi rejoiced exceedingly with great joy! What are you thankful for 
and what can you rejoice about today and over the past year? 

2. Discuss the following quote: Life is about learning from the past to move forward into the 
future—growing through challenges to be and make a positive difference. 

3. Read Matthew 2:11, John 16:22–24, and Psalm 51:12. The Magi found, saw, and worshiped 
Jesus.  How can you move forward with hope, remembering the joy of your salvation?  

4. Read Matthew 2:12. The Magi met Jesus, but this was only the start of their journey. No matter 
your current circumstances, what can you do to find ways to experience joy every day. Read 
James 1:1–4 and Philippians 4:11–13. What things steal your joy and how can you choose 
contentment during the journey.  

5. Read Zephaniah 3:17 and Romans 15:13. What does God do to encourage us? How can you 
respond to Him? 

 
Take Action: Make a list of all the things that steal your joy. Choose joy over contempt in every joy-
stealer. Take time to thank the people you love, and who love you the most. Tell them what they mean 
to you. Consider what lessons you have learned from 2020 and how you will implement these lessons in 
2021. 
 
Community Group Word-Based Prayer: Pray Zephaniah 3:17. Thank God that He is in your life. 
Recognize His hand in your salvation and that He rejoices over you like a loving parent. Trust that He has 
your best interests at heart and the Holy Spirit will develop hope in you and through you.  
 
A Closing Prayer: Father God, may I rejoice that you saved me, love me, and are guiding me in my 
present circumstances. Amen. 


