
Season of Hope Week 1: Follow the Star  
Matthew 2:1–12 

 
NOTES: Follow the Star 
 

I. They Followed the Star 
 

II. They Worshipped the King 
 
Questions for Community Groups and Individual Bible Study 
 
For Starters: What is your favorite Christmas tradition that you and your family enjoy?  
 
The Basics: Read Matthew 2:1–12. What stands out to you regarding the wise men? What are some key words 
or phrases? What is clear or confusing? Discuss. 
 
Quick-Fire Round 
 

1. What external and internal factors prompted the wise men to begin this journey to search for Jesus? 

2. What did the wise men acknowledge about Jesus? What titles did they give him?  
3. How did King Herod react? How did the scribes and Pharisees react? How were these two reactions 

different from the wise men’s reaction?  
4. When the wise men found Jesus, they worshiped him. What did the worship of Jesus involve for the 

wise men? How does this influence your understanding of worship today?  
5. If you were to search the cosmos to find the star, meet and discuss with world leaders, set out on a 

journey and actually find the Son of God, what gift would you have brought him?  
6. Read 2 Corinthians 5:7–9. This passage describes walking by faith. The wise men show us an amazing 

example of what it looks like to follow God by faith, to pursue and to worship Jesus with full 
abandonment. How can we apply this type of pursuit to our faith walk today? We see a vast difference 
between Herod’s anger and rejection, the scribe’s apathy and non-commitment, and the wise men’s 
acceptance and worship. Where do you find yourself? How can you move more toward true worship of 
Jesus as we see the wise men demonstrate for us? 

 
Community Group Prayer and Action: Take time as a group to quietly reflect on the following, then share with 
each other. Consider how you can encourage, pray for, and support one another to live out the things that 
have been impressed upon your hearts through God’s word. What gift do you want to give Christ this 
Christmas as an act of worship to him?  
 
A Closing Prayer: God, we love you. We are blown away at your pursuit of us in relationship. We thank you for 
your gracious gift of sending your son, Jesus, to this earth to save us. God, help us to learn from these wise 
men who followed your star and worshiped your son audaciously. God, may we be found faithfully following 
you and worshiping you in every circumstance. Amen. 


