
DISCOVERING LIFE TOGETHER SERIES: THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 
I AM Your Servant – John 13:1–20 

 
NOTES: The act, the angle, and the attitude of service 
 
 
Questions for Community Groups and Individual Bible Study 
 
For Starters: When have you experienced good or bad service? When has someone served you 
unexpectedly or unconditionally? Is it easier to serve or be served? Discuss. 
 
The Basics: Read John 13:1–20. What are the major themes and application points of the 
passage? What stands out to you and why?  
 
Quick-Fire Round — John 13:1–20 
 
• If you had been in the upper room at the table, how would you have responded to Jesus 

washing your feet? Why did Peter respond the way he did (13:7–9)? 
• Jesus’ greater act of service—the cross—was hours away. Why must this act of love (foot-

washing) be viewed in light of the cross? Read and discuss 1 Corinthians 6:11, Ephesians 
5:25–26, Romans 6:1–4, Titus 3:4–7, and Revelation 7:14. How does the cross motivate you 
to love and serve others? 

• Jesus’ actions came from His attitude of humility. Read Philippians 2:1–8, Mark 10:43–45, 
1 Peter 5:5–6, and Matthew 18:3–4. Do you agree that humility is the quintessential posture 
of a Christian? How do our actions reflect our attitude? 

• Read John 13:12–17, Matthew 5:44, and 1 John 4:7–11. Jesus washed both His betrayer’s 
feet (Judas) and His denier’s feet (Peter). Who are we called to serve? Are there exceptions? 
How can you personally apply the principle of foot-washing today toward all people? 

 
The challenge: Do John 13:15. Who will you serve and how will you serve them, not asking for 
anything in return? Consider your spouse, family, friends, coworkers, strangers, even enemies. 
Imagine if every Christ-follower obeyed Jesus’ command. What would happen? 
 
Memorize John 13:15 For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have 
done to you. 
 
Prayer: Father, thank you for serving me sacrificially. Help me serve others in light of all you 
have done for me, not to pay you back, but as an act of worship. Adjust my attitude to love and 
serve all people as Jesus did. Amen. 


