
DISCOVERING LIFE TOGETHER SERIES: THE GOSPEL OF JOHN  
I AM WHO I AM — JOHN 8:31–59 

 
NOTES: ONLY ONE ROAD LEADS TO FREEDOM… 
 
 
 
Questions for Community Groups and Individual Bible Study:  
 
For Starters: Why is it that people like to argue, name call, and taunt one another, from the 
playground to the political arena? When have you gotten into a war of words with somebody? 
What happened? How could you have spoken or acted differently? 
 
The Basics: Read John 8:31–59. How did the conversation between Jesus and the Pharisees 
spiral into a verbal war followed by physical threats? What was the cause of this vehement 
disagreement? How did Jesus act toward His accusers? What stands out to you and why? 
 
Quick Fire Round — John 8:31–59 

• Read John 8:31–48. Jesus drew a proverbial line in the sand, causing a decision to be 
made. What was the root issue and how did the Pharisees respond? Why were 
Jesus’ words and actions controversial both then and now?  

• What did the Pharisees believe about faith, salvation, and belonging to God? What 
would you say to someone who told you they were a Christian due to spiritual 
ancestry, tradition, religion, or good works? Read and discuss Isaiah 29:13 and 
Matthew 15:18–19.  

• Read John 8:34, Romans 6:5–18. What did Jesus mean by slavery? How is belonging 
to God’s family less about tradition and religion, and all about freedom from sin? 
What does this mean to you? 

• In this passage, what are the true marks of following Jesus? Discuss the concepts of 
abiding, obedience, truth, and walking in freedom. What does this look like, even 
feel like for you? Why is it often harder for people with deep religious backgrounds 
to find and follow Jesus? 

 
The challenge: John brings us to a crossroads, a decision point. Will we follow Jesus or blaze our 
own trail? What are the consequences of taking either direction? Consider John 3:16–17, 
Ephesians 2:8–10, Romans 10:9–13, Revelation 3:14–21, and John 8:31–32, 36. Are you free? 
What will it take for you to find and walk in the freedom Jesus offers? 
 
Memorize John 8:36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 
 
Prayer: Father, I know freedom is not found through my upbringing, my family ties, my religious 
connections, or my works, whether good or bad. Thank you for your grace and mercy, and 
forgiveness from all my sin through what Jesus did for me on the cross and resurrection. Help 
me abide in your teaching every day. Amen. 


