Christmas Courage

Perseverance
Week 1

Courage doesn’t mean “Not being afraid” but rather “The ability to act in spite of your fears.”
° Luke 1:5-7
o Important Context
—400 years of silence
—Seemingly mundane historical reference
—God broke his silence
—Priestly line of Aaron
—No child for Zechariah and Elizabeth
° Luke 1:8-10
o Important Context
—20,000 priests serving
° Luke 1:11-23
o Important Context
—Zechariah’s muteness

Lessons learned about the courage to persevere:
e The courage to persevere in faithful service
e The courage to persevere in the discipline
e The courage to persevere led to a God glorifying community impact

Applications:
e Courage to persevere in the waiting

e Courage to persevere in God's training of me

Questions for individual Bible Study and/or Group Discussion

1. When you hear the word courage, what comes to mind? Why?

2. Discuss or write observations about this definition of courage: “The ability to act in spite
of your fears.”

3. Have you thought of Zechariah in this light and his courage to persevere? What about
Elizabeth? Which part of Zechariah and Elizabeth’s story of perseverance encourages
you? Why?

4. Where in your life do you need perseverance? What can it look like to begin to get
others around you to encourage you?

5. Verses to read and discuss: Romans 5:3-5, 1 Chronicles 16:11, Galatians 6:9, Philippians
3:13-14, James 1:2-4.




