
The Gospel According to Luke Pt 2: Week 2 
“Counting the Cost” 

 
Luke 9:23-26 
Discipleship 101: 

1. Count the cost 
a. Following Jesus requires a transfer of ownership. 
b. Following Jesus means we count the cost on giving up the right to self-

determination. 
2. Take up our cross daily 

a. Taking up our cross is not a one-time decision and done. 
b. When the will of God crosses the will of man, somebody has to die. 
c. We are not the 'god' of our own life. 

3. Backwards economics 
a. Saving = Losing 
b. Losing = Saving 

 
Applications: 
Luke 9:57-58 

1. ROI (Return on Investment) 
Luke 9:59-60 

2. Be among the walking dead or the walking alive. 
Luke 9:61-62 

3. Proper way of looking back. 
 
Questions for Group Discussion or Individual Bible Study 

1. When have you ‘counted the cost’ for something in your life? (Financial, relationship, 
time, etc.) What did it ‘cost’ you? What was the reward? 

2. Read Luke 9:23-26. Why is Jesus telling anyone to count the cost of following him? What 
is the cost of following Him? 

a. Read 2 Corinthians 6:19-20. What does it mean that following Jesus requires a 
transfer of ownership? 

b. What does it look like to take up your cross daily? Discuss this statement: When 
the will of God crosses the will of man, somebody has to die.  

c. Read Philippians 2:5-11. What is the mind we are to have? Why?  
d. We read in Luke 9 vs. 24 some backwards economics. What are we to reject and 

what are we to take ahold of?  
3. Read Luke 9:57-62. We see 3 applications from Jesus: 

a. ROI (Return on investment). What is the greatest investment we could make in 
this world? Read 1 Peter 2:11. 

b. We can be a part of the walking dead or walking alive. What does it mean to be a 
part of the walking dead or walking alive? 

c. We need to have a proper view of looking back. What does this look like? Why 
does this matter? Read Philippians 3:12-14. 


