
Church and Culture: Week 3 

The Gospel and the Racial Divide 

Two Foundations 
1. Nothing New Under the Sun: Ecclesiastes 1:9-10 
2. Biblical Worldview: 2 Timothy 3:16 

BET (Biblical Ethnic Truth) 
1. Every human being is made in the image of God 

a. Genesis 1: 26-27 
b. Acts 17:26-27 

2. Ethnicity and race  

God’s plan and kingdom is a multi-ethnic Kingdom! 
1.  Old Testament example of God confronting racism in his people 

a. Job 
2. Jesus confronting racism and prejudice  

a. Hometown Rejection: Luke 4: 14-28 
b. Roman Centurion: Matthew 8:5-13 
c. Samaritan Woman: John 4:4-30 

3. Early Church 
a. Acts 10:28 
b. Acts 22:21-22 

Biblical truths for us to live by today 
1. There is only one who has supremacy 

a. Colossians 1:15-20 
2. Reconciliation to Christ and to one another 

a. Reconciliation convicts and defeats prejudice. Romans 2:11 
b. Reconciliation honors God’s redemptive plan. Revelation 5:9 
c. Reconciliation is not an effort to be made, but a calling to be lived out.                        

2 Corinthians 5:18-19 
3. Ethnic-Blindness is not Biblical 

a. Galatians 3:25-29 
4. The church is the be the multi-ethnic reconciled example to the world 

a. Revelation 7:9-12 

Questions for individual Bible study and/or group discussion 
1. Discuss this statement: We must not minimize or walk away from the hard conversation 

of racism in America. If the church wants effectively to “engage the culture” in this vital 
conversation, we need to listen, learn, and repent where needed.   

2. Has racism ever effected your life? If so, how? If not, how do we effectively engage the 
culture on this topic?  



3. Read Genesis 1:26-27 and Acts 17:26-27. What do you see regarding race/ethnicity?  
4. If we are one human race with multiple ethnicities, what is the difference between 

ethnicity and race?  
5. There are plenty of examples of God showing the sinfulness of racism in both the Old 

Testament and New Testament. Stories to explore: Jonah, Luke 4: 14-28, Matthew 8:5-
13, John 4:4-30, Luke 10:30-37, Luke 17:11-19, Acts 10:9-48. Pick a couple of these and 
discuss your observations.  

6. Who is the only one with supremacy? Read Colossians 1:15-20. What does this mean in 
regard to racism and reconciliation.  

7. Read Ephesians 2:14-18, Romans 2:11, Revelation 5:9, 2 Corinthians 5:18-19, Revelation 
7:9-12. What do you learn about racism, reconciliation, and the gospel in these 
passages? Is it the role of the church to be the picture of heaven?  

8. What are some applications you will make in your life due to this lesson? 


