
The Gospel According to Luke: Week 16 
The Parable of the Sower 

Luke 8:4–15 
 

The Big Idea:  
Jesus often taught in parables, leaving many of those who came to listen to Him confused. Jesus 
invites us to receive God’s Word and to seek understanding. When we do so, we experience 
growth exponentially greater than what we would experience otherwise. 
 
Main Points: 
4 Types of Soil: 
 

1. The Path 
a. Stubborn and not receptive to God’s Word. 

2. The Rock 
a. Eager to grow at first, but easily distracted and loses faith when life gets hard. 

3. The Thorny Soil 
a. Growth is evident but doesn’t last. Faith is choked out by shifting priorities. 

4. The Good Soil 
a. Hears God’s Word and understands. Growth multiplies and passes on to others. 

 
Application: Which soil are you? 
 
Questions for individual Bible study or group discussion: 
 

1. What are some of the biggest crowds you’ve seen? What were people there for? 
2. Read Luke 8:4–8. What do you think the people were there for? How do you think they 

reacted to what Jesus said? 
3. What was the purpose of Jesus teaching in parables? Why would He intentionally leave 

people wondering what He meant? 
4. What kind of soil best describes your relationship with the Word currently? Is there 

something in your life that keeps you from pursuing a deeper relationship with God? 
5. What would it look like in your life for you to become “good soil”? 
6. How can you take steps to pass your faith on to someone else? 


