
The Gospel According to Luke: Week 14 
“Crisis of Confidence” 

 
Crisis of Confidence 
Luke 7:18-23 

1. John’s crisis of confidence 
a. What can cause doubt? 

i. False Expectations 
ii. Seemingly random circumstances 

iii. Weight of public opinion on a topic 
iv. The shame of our own sinful behavior 
v. When faithful obedience causes unspeakable suffering 

b. Unhealthy ways to handle doubt 
c. Healthy ways to handle doubt 

 
Jesus’ Teaching 
Luke 7:24-30 

2. Jesus teaches the crowd 
a. Challenges with 3 questions 

i. Question on Hardship 
ii. Question on Religious Elites 

iii. Question on fulfillment of prophecy 
b. Despite John's crisis of confidence: Jesus considerers him no less than the 

greatest Old Testament prophet who ever lived! 
 
Jesus’ Rebuke 
Luke 7: 31-35 

3. Childlike faith is commendable. Childlike immaturity and selfishness is not 
4. Corrupt hearts 

  
Applications: 

1. Need to be born again 
2. Handle doubt in a healthy manner 

 
Questions for individual Bible study and/or Group discussion 
 

1. Describe a time when you walked through a crisis of confidence? Did you handle it in a 
healthy way? Why or why not? What did you learn through that 

2. Read Luke 7:18-23, Matthew 14: 1-12. What do you observe from reading these 
passages about John’s situation and his crisis of confidence?  

3. Based upon the 5 things that can cause doubt in one’s life- which one(s) are the ones 
that you have struggled with? Why? What got you through them? 

4. Read Luke 7:24-30. What do you learn from Jesus’ teaching to the crowd about John?  



5. Read Luke 7:31-35, Matthew 18:2-4. Childlike faith is commendable, but childlike 
immaturity is not. When have you ‘played the religious game?’ What got you out of the 
game?  

6. Read John 3:3-7. What do we learn about ‘being born again?’ What does that mean? If 
you’ve never put your trust in Jesus-would you do that now?  

7. Other Scripture to explore: Ephesians 2:1, 2 Corinthians 5:17, Colossians 1:16-17 
 


