
The Gospel According to Luke 
Prepare the Way, Get Out of the Way 

 
Prepare the Way 
Luke 3:1–2: Historical Context 

I. Accuracy 
II. Political Turmoil 
III. Word of God came to a man in the wilderness 

 
Luke 3:3–9: Preparing the Way of the Lord 

I. Baptism of repentance 
II. Stern words/warning 
III. Bear fruits in keeping w/repentance 

 
Luke 3:10–13: What does this mean?  

I. Heart of generosity 
II. Heart of integrity 
III. Heart of contentment 

 
Get out of the Way 
Luke 3:15–21 

 
Applications 

1. Repentance and belief in Jesus clears the way for our walk with God 
2. Don’t fear being different 
3. Get out of the way 

 
Questions for individual Bible Study and/or group discussion 

1. Fun question: What is something you like preparing for? What is something you don’t like 
preparing for? Why?  

2. Read Luke 3:1–9. What are some observations you make about John preparing the way for 
Jesus?  

3. Albert Barnes says that a forerunner is the idea taken from the practice of Eastern monarchs, 
who, whenever they entered on a journey or an expedition, sent harbingers [forerunners] or 
heralds before them to prepare the way. To do this, it was necessary for them to provide 
supplies and make bridges, or find fording places over the streams; to level hills, and construct 
causeways over valleys, or fill them up; and to make a way through the forest that might lie in 
their intended line of march. With this in mind, how does this apply to John? How can this apply 
to you as a forerunner for Jesus? 

4. Read Luke 3:10–14: Here John gets very specific to different groups of people. We see him 
challenge people that fruit that is in step with repentance is a heart of generosity, a heart of 
integrity, and a heart of contentment. How is your heart in these areas? Where do you need to 
see some improvement in your life?  

5. Read Luke 3:15–21: Here we see John “get out of the way” and point to Jesus. How are you 
doing at getting out of the way? How does a life of bearing fruit with repentance bring 
opportunities to point others to Jesus? Has this been happening in your life? Why or why not?  

6. Other Scripture to read: Hebrews 5:1, Hebrews 2:17, Hebrews 6:19–20, James 2:14–26. 


