
NEXT LEVEL RELATIONSHIPS: A MESS WORTH MAKING 
GENESIS 1:26, 2:18, ECCLESIASTES 4:9–12 

 
Three Biblical Relationship Principles 
 

1. We are CREATED FOR RELATIONSHIPS 
 

2. All relationships EXIST IN BROKENNESS 
 

3. RELATIONSHIPS ARE A MESS WORTH MAKING! 
 
Questions for Community Groups and Individual Bible Study 
 
For Starters: What do you value most in relationships? What are your greatest relationship 
fears, struggles? What relationship would you like to see go to the next level and why? How has 
COVID-19 and stay-at-home guidelines impacted your relationships? 
 
The Basics: In the first message, Pastor James states that most relationships live on a 
continuum between isolation and immersion. Relationships moving in opposite directions are 
frustrated, both moving toward immersion get enmeshed, and both moving toward safety are 
isolated. Do you tend to move toward isolation or immersion? Considering your significant 
relationships, would you say they are frustrated, enmeshed, isolated, other? Discuss. 
 
Quick–Fire Round 
 

1. Read Genesis 1:26–28, 2:18. We were specifically made, in God’s image, for relationship 
with Him and others. Does this change the way you view your relationships?   

2. Read Genesis 2:24, 1 Cor. 12:12 and Ecclesiastes 4:9–12. What do these verses say 
about how we are designed to be in community? What are or have been your favorite 
groups or teams and why? What made them unique? 

3. Read Genesis 3:1–17. How did sin and selfishness destroy God’s design and goodness for 
relationships? How have your experienced the consequences of broken relationships? 

4. Read Micah 6:8 and discuss ways western and American cultures have elevated 
individualism over togetherness. What are the consequences of a “me first” culture? 
What can you do to change this? 

5. Discuss the following statement: God keeps us in messy (not abusive) relationships for 
His redemptive purpose. Our hearts are revealed, our weaknesses exposed, and we start 
coming to the end of ourselves. Only then do we reach out for the help God can provide. 

 
Challenge: Read the following and determine a way to practice these verses in your 
relationships this week: John 13:34–35, Ephesians 4:2–3, Romans 13:8, 1 Peter 4:8–10, and 
1 Thessalonians 3:11–13. 
 



Memorize Romans 13:8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love 
one another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law. 
 
For additional Study: Read, journal, and pray through Psalm 27 this week. 
 
Series Resources: Relationships: A Mess Worth Making by Timothy Lane and Paul Tripp 
 
Prayer: Father, thank you that you created me in your image to love you and others. Help me 
look to your first to heal my relationships. Give me grace to face my brokenness rather than 
blame others. As I seek you, I ask you to heal my relationships. Amen. 


