
DISCOVERING LIFE TOGETHER SERIES: THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 
PART 5 – ENDINGS & BEGINNINGS: Betrayal, Denial, Trial 

NOTES: 
 
 
 
 
Questions for Community Groups and Individual Bible Study 

For Starters: When have you experienced any of the following: betrayal, slander, gossip, false 
accusations—either on the giving or receiving end? How did you react or respond? What was your 
greatest pain point? How did you learn, grow, or mature as a result? 

The Basics: Read John 18:1-40. Jesus was betrayed, denied, and faced multiple trials. What details 
stand out to you and why? What do you learn about Jesus’ character under duress? 

Quick-Fire Round 

1. Read John 13:18-27, 18:1-11. Why did Judas betray Jesus? What is significant about verses 
5-6? How does this encounter speak to God’s sovereignty? 

2. Read John 13:31-38, 18:15-18, 25-26 and Matthew 26:69-75. Why did Peter deny Jesus 
three times? In what circumstances can you let peer pressure, fear, or human frailty hide 
your faith in Christ? How did God ultimately use Peter’s failures for future success? 

3. Read John 18:12-14, 19-24, 28-40. Jesus faced multiple trials before Jewish and Roman 
authorities. What made these trials illegal? How did Jesus endure injustice with grace? 
When falsely accused or slandered, what could you learn from Jesus’ responses? 

4. Read Hebrews 4:14-16. Jesus was betrayed, denied, unfairly tried, falsely accused, and 
condemned to death. We have a God who understands our pain and suffering. What does 
this say to you about Jesus? Does this change your view of Him? 

5. Read 2 Corinthians 5:18-21. Why did Jesus endure injustice? What was Jesus’ greatest 
point of isolation? Consider the meaning and implication of Jesus becoming sin. 

Challenge: Read James 4:7-10, Philippians 4:4-9, and 1 Peter 5:6-11. During these unprecedented 
times, how can you learn to trust Jesus more knowing He understands everything you experience, 
including isolation, fear, and loneliness? 

Memorize Hebrews 4:15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our 
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not 
sin. 

Prayer: Father, thank you that you understand everything I go through. Help me trust you more; 
cast my anxiety, worry, and fear on you; and help me know that you are sovereign over everything 
and every circumstance. Amen. 

For further study: Jesus was tried six times in one night. As you read and journal, ask God to show 
you how you can apply Jesus’ words and actions, specifically when under duress: Trial 1 – John 
18:12-13; Trial 2 – Matt. 26:57-68, Mark 14:53-65, John 18:24; Trial 3 – Mark 15:1, Luke 22:66-71; 
Trial 4 – Matt. 27:11-14, Mark 15:2-5, Luke 23:1-7, John 18:28-38; Trial 5 – Luke 23:8-12; Trial 6 – 
Matt. 27:15-26, Mark 15:6-15, Luke 23:13-25, John 18:39-19:16. 


