
DISCOVERING LIFE TOGETHER SERIES: THE GOSPEL OF JOHN  
I AM CONTROVERSIAL – JOHN 7:1-31 

 
PASSAGE NOTES: MAKING JESUS LESS CONTROVERSIAL 
 

1. DO GOD’S WILL – BE OBEDIENT 
 

2. SEEK HIS GLORY – NOT YOUR OWN               
 
Questions for Community Groups and Individual Bible Study:  
 
For Starters: When have you experienced controversy? What was the cause and effect? What 
are the most controversial subjects today and why? 
 
The Basics: Read John 7:1-31. As you read the passage, what stands out to you and why? What 
made Jesus controversial then and now? Do you experience controversy because of and for 
your faith? If so, how? Take a moment to pray for these situations before moving on. 
 
Quick Fire Round John 7:1-31 

• Read John 7:1-13. How does John explain the controversy surrounding Jesus? What are 
the differing opinions about Jesus? Why do you think Jesus’ brothers did not believe? 

• Read John 7:14-16. Why was Jesus’ education a cause for concern to the Jews? Do you 
believe pastors and church leaders should be seminary educated? What is the place for 
Biblical education and training for all Christ followers? 

• Read John 7:17, 1 John 2:3-6, 1 John 5:3. What does it mean to do the will of God? How 
is obedience directly connected to being in God’s will? In what areas of your life is God 
calling you to obedience? Be honest. 

• Read Revelation 3:14-22. Describe lukewarm. Is it the same as hypocrisy? Could Jesus be 
less controversial today if His church and followers were obedient to His Word? Discuss.  

• Read John 7:18 and John 3:30. What is the difference between seeking one’s own glory 
or the glory of God? What are you seeking? Would Jesus be less controversial today if 
His church and followers sought His glory not their own? What would this look like? 

• Read John 7:19-24. Why did Jesus illustrate obedience (or lack thereof) with Sabbath 
and circumcision? Do you tend to judge people by appearances? 

 
The challenge: How can you do the will of God and live for His glory? What would your life look 
like if you lived this way? How could this change the way people see Jesus in you daily? 
 
Memorize 2 John 1:6 And this is love, that we walk according to his commandments; this is the 
commandment, just as you have heard from the beginning, so that you should walk in it. 
 
Prayer: Father, help me stop judging others but instead look at my own life. Forgive me for my 
disobedience, help me walk with you and make changes where necessary. Amen. 


