
DISCOVERING LIFE TOGETHER SERIES: THE GOSPEL OF JOHN  
GOD’S ABUNDANT PROVISION – JOHN 6:1-15 

 
PASSAGE NOTES: 
 
 
 
Questions for Community Groups and Individual Bible Study:  
 
For Starters: Have you experienced times when things did not add up or make sense, despite your best efforts 
and planning, but worked out anyway? Did you see God work through these times? Discuss.  
 
The Basics: Read all four accounts of the 5000 feeding in Matthew 14:13-21, Mark 6:31-44, Luke 9:12-17, and 
John 6:1-14. Why do you think each writer recorded this miracle? What is the main point? What are the 
similarities and/or differences? What stands out to you and why? 
 
Quick Fire Round John 6:1-15. 

• Why did Jesus want to get away from the crowds with His disciples? Why is it important to disconnect 
from routine activities, work? Why did Jesus re-engage with the crowds? 

• Read John 6:5-9, Deuteronomy 8:1-3, Psalm 139:23 and James 1:2-4, 12-15. Why did Jesus test His 
disciples? What is the difference between a temptation and a test? What have been some of the major 
tests in your life and how have you responded? What can a test produce in us (if we allow it?) 

• How did Phillip and Andrew respond to the test? Do you respond to tests in either the same way as 
they did? Were their responses wrong? Discuss.  

• Review the miracle details in verses 10-13. How and why did Jesus include His disciples, the crowds, 
and supplies in the miracle? What is significant to giving thanks, the bread, the leftovers?  

• The major point of the miracle is God’s abundant provision in our lives then and now. Read Matthew 
6:25-34, 7:9-11, Luke 12:22-31, 2 Corinthians 9:8, Hebrews 13:5, Philippians 4:19-20 and 2 Peter 1:3-4. 
How have you seen God provide and care for you, even when it has made little sense or has not added 
up, during every season of life.  

 
The challenge: Read John 6:14-15. How did the crowds respond to Jesus? How can we take Jesus by force, turn 
Him into our poster child for our causes, put God in a box? What would happen if we let God test us, work in 
us, even if it makes no sense sometimes? In what areas of your life are you willing to trust God more? (Make a 
list, make it real). 
 
Memorize Philippians 4:19-20 And my God will supply every need of yours according to His riches in glory in 
Christ Jesus. To our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Prayer: Father, thank you for your many abundant provisions in my life. Help me to trust you through trials, 
even when life sometimes make no sense, I know you are in control. Amen. 
 
Resources: Four Truths About God’s Provision https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/four-truths-about-gods-
provision. 
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